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A Strategic Location
In the Heart of the Great Lakes

Located between Toronto and Detroit, we are Canada's Industrial Heartland – a major North American hub for manufacturing and innovation. Area manufacturers enjoy access to 5 NAFTA  corridors and 6 Canada/USA border crossings and can reach 130,000,000 consumers with just 1 day’s shipping. 
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 Competitive Business Costs
To Help Keep the Cost of Doing Business Low  

-> 30% lower corporate tax rate than U.S. average and 50% lower employer health care costs
-> Exchange on Canadian dollar contributes up to 25% added cost advantage
Source: Ministry of Economic Development, Employment and Infrastructure 
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800,000 Skilled Workers
Many Trades and Skills

Recruit your world class staff from our rich regional workforce of over 800,000. The workforce is well educated, with over 70 percent of the population having completed secondary school education or higher.
Source: Statistics Canada 
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Over $10 Billion in Private Sector Investment
Supporting Innovation in Advanced Manufacturing
Over $10 billion in private sector investment in plant and equipment in the last three years demonstrates a commitment to innovation in manufacturing, economic growth and job creation. 
Source: Southwestern Ontario Marketing Alliance 
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Manufacturing Thrives in Southwestern Ontario
Strategic Advantages Spur Manufacturing Growth

Our strategic advantages enable manufacturers in key sectors to outperform competitors located in other parts of the province. 
Source: McSweeney & Associates from EMSI, 2009 – 2014 
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Canada's Industrial Heartland
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The SOMA Region

An Economic Development Partnership The Southwestern Ontario Marketing Alliance (SOMA), is a partnership of Southwestern Ontario communities, grown out of natural economic ties.
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Live Demographics

Dynamic Community Profile Access the latest demographic statistics on the region's labour force, education, housing, taxation and more.
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Available Properties

Online Real Estate Directory Browse through a current inventory of existing buildings and shovel ready land available in Canada's Industrial Heartland.
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			SOMA Returns from Trade Mission to Foster Economic Growth and Investment

	
	

















The Southwestern Ontario Marketing Alliance (SOMA) recently concluded a successful trade mission to Japan aimed at strengthening economic ties, promoting investment opportunities, and fostering ongoing international partnerships.













Read More
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			Volkswagen to Build Battery Gigafactory in St. Thomas

	
	

















Europe's largest carmaker, Volkswagen, is investing up to $7 billion to build a battery gigafactory in St. Thomas, Ontario - the biggest single investment ever in Canada’s electric-vehicle supply chain.













Read More
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			Percon Developments Breaks Ground on New Perth East Industrial Subdivision

	
	

















Representatives from Percon Developments Inc. joined local officials to celebrate the groundbreaking for a new industrial subdivision at the south end of Milverton.
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			Dot Foods Canada to Build  Distribution Center in Ingersoll, ON

	
	

















Dot Foods, Inc., the largest food industry redistributor in North America plans to begin construction of a new $39 Million, 126,500-SQ-FT distribution center this spring near the 401 in Ingersoll. The facility is expected to open in 2023 and will create 200 jobs.
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If you cannot see the media above - download here: MP4 

 





Many Great Reasons to Invest Here

Join SOMA's Growing List of Industries

Discover what dozens of smart companies have already learned about Southwestern Ontario: how our strategic location, lower costs and talented workforce make investing in Canada’s Industrial Heartland a wise choice. 
 Contact Us Today
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